


money on their profile and copy extra money for the bank, auctioneer and casino. Each player 
should also be provided with a tally sheet listing possessions gained and their cost. 
 
3. Each person is in one of 3 classes, Wealthy, Medium or Poor. (Give each player a badge or 
sticker that shows their class. Poor people must also take off their shoes and play the game 
barefoot.) Wealthy people do not like associating with Poor people and will avoid them or send 
them away if possible, unless they are performing a useful task. 
 
4. The game will be divided into 10 minute sessions. At the end of each session I will blow a 
whistle. 
 
5. During each session you may earn money by working. If you spend at least 3 minutes in your 
place of work, one of the Paymasters will come and pay you. Some people don’t have a place of 
work or a regular income and must get others to pay them for their work. 
 
6. If you are unemployed, you must try to find work. You can work in one of the businesses above 
if they will employ you. Otherwise, you will have to try to find your own work, for example as a 
shoeshiner, a domestic servant, a security guard, making and selling origami sculptures, or even 
just begging. 
 
7. Each person must eat and drink at least once every 10 minutes. You can buy food and drink 
from the shop and the restaurant. If you do not eat at least 1 item of food and have 1 drink before 
each 10 minutes whistle is blown then you die and are out of the game. The shopkeeper and the 
restaurant owner have a range of prices for their goods, but they can charge you whatever they 
like within that range so you should check the price before you buy. 
 
8. There is a bank. At the bank, you can insure your goods against natural disaster. Insurance 
normally costs 10% of the value of the item being insured. If you insure goods, make sure you 
have a banker sign that the goods are insured on your tally sheet. Insured goods cannot be lost 
through natural disaster. You can also buy shares at the bank. Shares may go up or down in value 
during the game. You can also borrow money from the bank, but you must pay the loan back plus 
25% interest within 10 minutes of borrowing the money. 
 
9. At different points in the game the newsreader will make announcements about events that 
occur. These will affect people differently, so listen carefully. The newsreader will also make 
stockmarket reports to tell you if your shares have gone up or down in value. 
 
10. If you’d like, you can gamble at the casino. 
 
11. You can try to sell items you own through the auctioneer. The auctioneer will list all items for 
sale on a blackboard or sheet of paper and people can come and make bids. Once the item is sold, 
the auctioneer will take 10% of the sale price and give you the money. 
 
12. There are police officers in the game who can put you in jail, fine you or confiscate property if 
you have committed a crime or behaved badly in the game. If you owe the bank, the casino or the 
auctioneer money and do not pay, the police may want to see you. 
 
Play 
During the game, players are free to do pretty much whatever they want. However, every 5 
minutes or so there should be a newsflash and stockmarket report. Blow the whistle every 10 
minutes and make sure that people have eaten in that time. 
 
Play for around 30-45 minutes and end while interest is still high.



 
Australian     farmer Wealthy married

3 children 
works: in fields  
 

earns: $2 000 ute ($12 000), truck ($45 
000), tractor ($98 000), 
farm ($800 000) 

$200 cash 

Indian    farmer Poor married
6 children 

works: in fields earns: $4 bullock ($75) 
 

$1 cash 
 

American   lawyer Wealthy single 
no children 

works: in city earns: $15 000 BMW ($80 000), Harley 
($120 000), home ($1 
million) 

$900 000 cash 

Kenyan   secretary Medium divorced
2 children 

works: in city earns: $80 rented room $70 cash 
 

English   banker Wealthy married
no children 

works: in city earns: by 
selling shares & 
insurance 

home ($400 000) 
yacht ($75 000) 

$220 000 cash 

Swiss   banker Wealthy married
1 child 

works: in city earns: by 
selling shares & 
insurance 

home ($600 000) 
3 race horses ($330 000) 

$300 000 cash 

Sudanese       refugee Poor all family
dead 

unemployed  no cash
 

Nigerian    miner Poor married
4 children 

works: in mine earns: $3  $2 cash 
 

Kenyan    farmer Poor married
8 children 

works: in fields earns $4 beehive ($15), chickens 
($10) 

$5 cash 
 

Bangladeshi gravel-
maker 

Poor  works: in quarry earns: $2 slum shack $2 cash 

Australian 
 

unemployed Medium single no work earns: $40 rented flat $20 cash 

Brazilian streetkid Poor single no work   no cash 
 

Ethiopian    factory
worker 

Poor married
2 children 

works: in city earns: $5 slum shack $8 cash 

Nepalese   university
lecturer 

Medium married 
5 children 

works: in city earns: $100 flat ($20 000), motorbike 
($5 000) 

$200 cash 



German teacher Wealthy single works: in city earns: $2 500 small house ($240 000), 
VW sedan ($30 000) 

$5 000 cash 

Indian  shopkeeper Medium married
7 children 

works: in shop earns: $2 - $50 
per item sold 

rented tenement room, 
motorbike ($1 500) 

$250 cash 

Vietnamese    waiter Poor single works: in
restaurant 

earns: whatever 
restaurant 
owner pays 

rented apartment 
bicycle ($80) 

$5 cash 

Ethiopian tailor Poor single works: in city earns: $6 rented apartment, 
sewing machine ($60), 
cloth ($25) 

$ 15 cash 

Sri Lankan doctor Wealthy married 
4 children 

works: in city earns: $1 000 apartment ($10 000), 
holiday house ($200 000) 
Mercedes ($75 000) 

$2 500 cash 

Indonesian    politican Medium married
3 children 

works: in city earns: $200 small house ($5 000), 
Fiat sedan ($4 500) 

$125 cash 

Australian    restaurant
owner 

Wealthy divorced,
access to 1 
child 

works: in 
restaurant 

earns: $20 - 
$200 per item 
sold 

townhouse ($250 000), 
Jaguar sedan ($375 000), 
fine art collection ($500 
000) 

$25 000 cash 

Tanzanian    fisher Poor married
6 children 

works: in river earns: $8 small house ($100), 
fishing boat ($150) 

$25 cash 

South 
African 

ferry 
operator 

Medium married 
no children 

works: in river earns: $60 home ($5 000) $100 cash 

Indian    rickshaw
driver 

Poor single works: by
piggybacking 
people to 
destinations 

earns: $1 - $5 
per ride 

slum shack, rickshaw 
($150) 

$2 cash 

Indian   taxi driver Poor married
4 children 

works: by 
piggybacking 
people to 
destinations 

earns: $10 - $50 
per ride 

rented apartment, old 
Peugot taxi ($1 000) 

$50 cash 

Afghani    refugee Poor married
8 children 

no work  blankets, cloth & carpet 
($10) 

no cash 
 



South 
African 

slum 
dweller 

Poor  married
6 children 

no work   $4 cash 

Indian   scrap
merchant 

Medium married 
3 children 

works: at 
scapdealer 

earns: $1 per 
item of metal, 
cloth, glass or 
plastic collected 

house ($4 000), 
motorbike ($1 000), 
scrapyard ($3 000) 

$200 cash 

Argentinian beggar Poor single no work   $1 cash 
 

Chinese   builder Medium married,
1 child 

works: in city earns: $20 apartment ($1 500) 
bicycle ($80) 

$30 cash 

Bolivian    slum
dweller 

Poor married
3 children 

no work  stolen briefcase ($10) $2 cash 
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